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Reduce the Stress of 
Home Ownership 
and Create a Lifestyle 
You Love.

Call or visit today!
866-882-2452

6301 Overton Ridge Blvd 
Fort Worth, TX 76132

www.franklinparkretirement.com

Setting the new standard in senior living.

And Receive 1/2 Off Move-In Fee!AAStop by 
Today
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Apple Care & Companion will take the burden off  of you. 

Our experienced caregivers can provide:
• personal care • help around the house  
• errands • transportation • companionship

Laurie Friedman Miller
Member, Temple Emanu-El
469-619-5474
www.AppleCareandCompanion.com

LICENSED BY THE STATE OF TEXAS • INSURED AND BONDED

Caring for a loved one shouldn’t mean 
neglecting your own family
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SENIORS

he consistently works 14- to 16- 
hour days. Although he has re-
ceived résumés from people who 
want to be part of SLS, he said he 
prefers to work on his own. He 
has already placed four people in 
three months, and receives a re-
ferral fee from each community 
in which he places someone.

The biggest challenge Markow-
itz has faced so far is getting the 
word out. His goal is to make a 
name for himself in the com-
munity and let people know that 
this service is available. He works 
with nonprofi t organizations in 
the area, and is involved with the 
 Alzheimer’s and Amyotrophic 
Lateral Sclerosis (ALS) associa-
tions.

He says there is much that 
families must deal with during 
this process, and it is important 
to have someone there who can 

relate.
“It’s so nice to be able to do a 

mitzvah for people and help them 
in a time of need. This is basi-
cally an apartment locator service 
for seniors,” he said. “My parents 
always taught me to give back 
to people. I believe in what I am 
doing, and to help people out is 
worth it.”

Markowitz and his mom con-
tinue to have a great relationship, 
and he said she appreciates what 
he does for other families. “He’s 
going to be making other people 
have a better life and I’m just so 
proud of that,” she said.

He said the best part of his 
job is knowing that he makes an 
impact. He enjoys working with 
families from beginning to end, 
and seeing how happy they are 
with the result.

“I like to keep in touch with 

my clients to see how they are do-
ing and make sure they are happy 
and successful,” he said. “This is 
a complimentary service, so it’s a 
win-win situation for everyone. I 
couldn’t be happier with what I 
am doing. Doing a good deed for 
someone, you can’t beat that.”

Amy Gilcrest and her father, 
Dan Wilkins, recently worked 
with Markowitz. Wilkins was liv-
ing alone when he fell at home. 
Gilcrest began looking for a new 
place for him after fi nding out he 
wouldn’t be able to return home.

Gilcrest said she was over-
whelmed and decided to turn to 
Markowitz, who had previously 
met her husband. Markowitz 
talked with Gilcrest and Wilkins. 
They fi lled out a survey about 
Wilkins’ needs, then visited dif-
ferent communities.

“I probably would have gone 
to 20 places if he didn’t go with 
me. He was a foot in the door,” 

she said. “I was able to narrow 
it down, and then Dad made the 
fi nal decision. He keeps in touch 
with my dad, and has become a 
good contact for him.”

Wilkins lives at the Veranda 
Preston Hollow and is happy with 
his decision.

Gilcrest added that had it not 
been for SLS, this process would 
have been stressful and time-con-
suming.

“It makes sense to have some-
one help you through this, as a 
real estate agent in a sense,” she 
said. “Paul had gone through a 
similar situation, so I knew he 
was someone who understood the 
frustrations of it. I really appre-
ciate how he has stayed in touch 
with Dad. To know that someone 
is looking out for you is a great 
thing. This service is needed by a 
lot of people.”

Jerry McDonald, executive 
director of the Veranda, said 

Markowitz is a person who can 
help fi lter out what someone 
is looking for and really guide 
them.

He added that he is pleased to 
partner with Markowitz to help 
fulfi ll the needs of his clients.

“He takes this from a personal 
standpoint. Paul was very honest 
and explained what assisted liv-
ing does and doesn’t do,” he said. 
“This is one of those times when 
you are faced with placing a loved 
one, and there are so many details 
that need to be addressed. I don’t 
think the average person really 
knows what questions to ask and 
what to avoid. There is so much 
more to care about than a pretty 
lobby and a fresh vase of fl owers. 
Yes, it needs to be pretty, but you 
really need care.”

For more information, log on 
to www.seniorlivingspecialists.
com or call Markowitz at 214-
929-5055.

Paul Markowitz (right) with his family (l-r), dad Steve, brother Max and mom Bet-
ty. Paul recently launched Senior Living Specialists, a company geared at help-
ing senior citizens fi nd a new place to call home. 

Assisted Living in the Jewish Tradition

Find the freedom and independence of a private home with the 
assistance you need. Surrounded by your own furniture, beautiful 

common spaces, and even your pet, the Veranda is a premier
 assisted living experience.  Our Assisted Living off ers menu dining 

prepared by our Executive Chef.  We have professionally licensed 
compassionate, caring staff  on the premises 24 hours a day, and a 

rehabilitation center and nursing care should you ever need it. 
Veranda is conveniently located in the heart of North Dallas, near 

the Jewish Community Center, various synagogues and area 
hospitals as well as NorthPark Center and The Galleria.  With 41 

apartments and fi ve diff erent fl oor plans, the Veranda is the perfect 
choice for spacious living and unparalleled service and amenities. 

 
We also off er many programs and activities including: 
•  Weekly Shabbat and Havdalah Services  
•  Shabbat Dinner  
•  Rabbinic Visitation Programs/Services 
•  Celebration of all Jewish Holidays 
•  Transportation to the JCC and Area Synagogues 

Ask about our Shared Living Program! 

Call now for a complimentary lunch and tour.  
(214) 363-5100*Restrictions apply.

Best wishes for a happy and
healthy New Year!
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